Thursday September 4, 2008
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FIRST GREEN GLOBES CERTIFIED BUILDING IN OREGON
Hermiston, OR, (September 4, 2008) – The newest Umatilla Morrow Head Start, Victory Square Center, is the first building in Oregon to receive a Green Globes Certification.
Green Globes is an alternative green building certification to the better known LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Certification and it costs a fraction of what LEED costs. The cost difference comes from amount of paperwork administrative time required for LEED verses Green Globes; the actual standards are similarly rigorous. LEED requires tracking individual receipts and requires theoretical modeling. Green Globes requires that the architect or general contractor submit the design documents, the completed project review forms, and have an on-site inspection by an independent third-party assessor when the building is complete.  The Green Globes system, matches the normal administrative systems of construction, and doesn’t add excessive and unique record keeping. 

Pinnacle Architecture of Bend, Oregon initially designed the building to meet the basic LEED standards. Peter Baer, president of Pinnacle is a LEED Accredited Professional, but he puts client needs before “brand names”. 
 “LEED alone can cost $75,000 even on a small building like this.  That cost is hard for non-profit owners to justify. Green Globes was the right way to go for this project, since the grant funding for the project required some sort of certification be done. Many high performance and green designed buildings go uncertified because of the cost of LEED. They didn’t know there were other options.” 
Heather McNeill, Pinnacle’s on staff Sustainable Building Advisor, managed the process. “All forms were completed on-line, and all of our construction documents and records were submitted over the internet. It’s good to know that even the certification process is sustainable.” She was able to discuss and review options with the Green Globes staff, to come up with solutions that achieved more points, and were a good value to the client. 
The building officially opened in April; the Green Globes on-site inspection was done in June by an independent third-party assessor.  After the full document review and on-site inspections Victory Square Center was awarded Two Green Globes – demonstrating excellent progress in achieving eco-efficiency results through current best practices in energy and environmental design.  
The building was recognized for energy efficiency, daylight design and water conservation. The 5,000 square foot Head Start building has three classrooms; a staff work room, a commercial kitchen and an outdoor play area.  The layout also allows for a fourth classroom to be easily added at a future date. The overall “greenness” of the project comes mostly from design rather than any special or unusual products.  Every component of the pre-school was designed to work together to maximize daylight and great air quality for the children. 
Victory Square Center is just one of many buildings that have achieved a Green Globes rating. Others include: the Clinton Library in Little Rock, Ark.; the Pfizer Inc. Clinical Research Unit in New Haven, Conn.; the NewPage Corporate Headquarters in Dayton, Ohio, the RenewAire, LLC corporate headquarters in Madison, Wis.; and the Materials Recovery Facility in Summit County, Colo.
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About Pinnacle Architecture, Inc.
Founded in 1990, Pinnacle Architecture provides planning, architecture, and interior design services. From their office in Central Oregon, Pinnacle is able to conveniently serve Eastern Washington, Northern California, and all of Oregon. Pinnacle is well known for specializing in community design & planning for small and rural communities. Their design philosophy focuses on providing “future proofed” solutions for energy & water conservation, durable materials & equipment as well as anticipating remodeling needs. For more information visit: www.PinnacleArchitecture.com or call 541-388-9897
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